
More than “Just a Hobby”!



W5KA 3A STX
June 22-23 2024

Jeff Schmidt N5MNW
Held at American Red Cross in 
Austin, Texas



AARC W5KA/K5LBJ (Band) Opening Ceremony by Maddy







Ronny KC5EES 
and Maddy(no 
call yet) at the 
GOTA Station



Roy KG5UNU and Joe K5EJL 
at the CW Station







Lew got there early!



And stayed late!



VHF-UHF Team Setting up



TCARES AA5EX “Backstay Boi” on the roof!



Rohn 25G hinge base mounted on trailer nose



MNW pointing the way!



All up and secure!



All-Band Digi(FT-8) and Voice Stations



The FT8/FT4 Digital rig IC-7100



Having fun with Digi modes!



N3FJP Logging



HSMM Ham-
Mesh Network

Paul KD5VRU is a ROCK STAR!!



“High-Band” station Antennas- Top to bottom

1. Cushcraft AR-6 6m Ringo ½ wave vertical

• Mainly 6m Digi

2. Unknown Mfr- dual band yagi 

• Main VHF-UHF SSB

3. Cushcraft A50-3S 6m 3-element Yagi 

• Main 6m SSB 

4. G5RV HF wire 10-40m

5. KI5UXW’s Chamelion Ground Mounted HF Vertical

6. Lew W5IFQ’s AH-4 tuned HF Vertical







MNW’s 
Building A
Digi & SSB
HF-VHF-UHF
 Station:

• Rigs:

• IC7100 HF-6m-2m-70cm allmode(SSB)

• IC7100 HF-6m-2m-70cm allmode(FT8)

• Ops:

• Paul KD5VRU

• Ju K5LQ

• John KI5ZJL

• K5LBJ/LASA Club

• Many others, sorry I can’t recall all

• We really missed Dan KG5SCN(work beckoned)



With all this intensity, surely someone’s making a Q!!



Scott Swearengin WD5DE and MNW



Ken KT5KTA and MNW



Mark W5MPJ(Safety 
Officer & Treasurer), son 
Edward(in-training) and 
MNW



LASA Captain James 
KI5UXW, CW Captain 
Lew W5IFQ and GOTA 
Coach Ronny KC5EES





TCARES Captain Glenn 
W5MTR(center) and 
two of the ECT crew



What Ham Radio Event is complete without food?



Lew W5IFQ presenting 
on Automatic Antenna 
Tuners



TCARES ECT and Public Info Tent



The FUTURE of 
Amateur 
Radio!



So, HOW’D WE DO????



2020-24 Ionization plot



2024 noteable:

• Solar conditions were luckily good over FD.  

• 6m was only open the first hour or so.  We did 
not have a dedicated 6m rig with waterfall.

• No 2m or 70cm Q’s.  Really needed a dedicated 
station there, too.

• ARES Trailer genny worked great again this year!

• GOTA(K5LBJ) Coach KC5EES set records for 
attendance and # of Q’s!  

• John KI5ZJL and I put up a G5RV and worked 
plenty of 40m!

• LASA/K5LBJ’s KI5UXW placed a nice ground-
mounted Chameleon HF vertical. Compared to 
G5RV, the vertical often had superior signals.

• HSMM network or N3FJP version had some 
issues.  ADI files had dups and what looked like 
Kanji characters, requiring post-processing.



2021



2022



2023



2024



2024(autologging FT8 thru N3FJP)



2024



2024



2024



2023



2024



2023 Estimated (with individuals assigning to W5KA)



2024 Estimated (with individuals assigning to W5KA)
To assign your point total to AARC, use:
“Austin ARC when filling out ARRL FD report



2024 ARRL FD Submission in progress

• I’m pouring thru digital & handwritten logs to assure all were tallied

• Need to verify and address 2-3 count inconsistencies

• Did anyone get a better pic of Public Info area?

• All will be completed & submitted to ARRL by 12 July 2024



END
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